Abstract 



A method for operating an internal combustion engine (10) is 
described, in which the ambient pressure is determined by an 
5 ambient pressure sensor (15) and the pressure in an intake 
manifold (11) of the internal combustion 1 engine (10) is 
determined by an intake manifold pressure sensor (14) . In this 
method the reliability performance of the ambient pressure 
sensor (15) is checked by comparing the ambient pressure to a 
10 starting value that is obtained by the intake manifold 

pressure sensor (14) before a starting process of the internal 
combustion engine (10) . The comparison is only performed if a 
preceding check of the intake manifold pressure sensor (14) 
yields the result that it is operational. 
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^> (57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method for operating an internal combustion engine (10), whereby the ambient pressure is 
determined by' means of an ambient pressure sensor (15), and the pressure in a suction tube (11) of the internal combustion engine 
(10) is determined by means of a suction tube pressure sensor (14). According to the inventive method, the operability of the ambient 

fvj pressure sensor (15) is checked by comparing the ambient pressure with a starting value which is obtained by means of the suction 

Otube pressure sensor (14) before a starting process of the internal combustion engine (10). Said comparison is only carried out if a 
^ previous check of the suction tube pressure sensor (14) has proven the same to be operable. 
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